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Mixed Media Cloth 
Instructor: Barb Forrister 
 
Supplies for the first day of class 

 Natural fabrics such as muslin, cotton, bamboo, cheesecloth and silk 

 kitchen sponges & sea sponges 

 rubber gloves 

 a couple of pieces of corrugated cardboard approximately 12” x 12”  

 1-2 cans of shaving cream (preferably with aloe) 

 a receptacle approximately  10”long X12” wide X 4” deep; I recommend a kitty litter box from the Dollar Store 

 box of large plastic lawn bags for using as a protective work surface and  transferring fabric home 

 foam brushes & assortment of paint brushes 

 beads 

 embroidery floss, hand sewing embroidery and tapestry needles 

 1-2 yards of fusible webbing ( both paperbacked Wonder Under and non paper fusible) 

 foil such as Jones Tones Foil,  Angelina fibers and Angelina film (aka textiva).  This can be purchased online at 
www.joggles.com and www.embellishmentvillage.com   

 

Personal protective equipment 

 Apron to protect your clothing 

 Dust mask: protect student from breathing in dust particles  

 Glasses: protective eyewear 

 Plastic, Nitrile or rubber gloves 
 
Optional Supplies 

 Stamps 

 stencils 

 hot glue gun & glue sticks 

 other articles of clothing or fibers you might like to embellish 
 
 
 
PLEASE NOTE: The Dougherty provides the following in the textile studio: basic set dye colors, fabric paint, print paste, soda 
ash and soy wax.  No outside fabric dye, paint or other chemicals are allowed without prior approval of the Arts School 
Administration.  All requests must be in writing and include a copy of the MSDS. 
 
Other supplies may be added as the course progresses, as suggested by the instructor.  
PLEASE KEEP YOUR RECEIPTS IN CASE THE CLASS IS CANCELLED OR TO RETURN UNUSED SUPPLIES! 
 
 
SUPPLY STORES 

 Dollar Store 

 Joann Fabric and Craft Stores 

 Hancock Fabrics 

 Michael’s & Hobby Lobby  
 

http://www.joggles.com
http://www.embellishmentvillage.com


TEXTILE STUDIO POLICIES 
Initiated:  8/30/04  Revised:   10/10/2011 
Instructors are required to hand out these policies at the beginning of each session and are also 
required to go over the policies by the second class day. 
 
PURPOSE: To establish standard operating procedures for the Dougherty Arts School Textile Studio in order to insure the safe 
and proper operation of equipment, promote a safe work environment; identify and raise awareness of any potential hazards 
and insure tasks are performed in a consistent and effective manner. 
 
SCOPE: Any Parks and Recreation Department employee responsible for performing tasks, functions or activities associated 
with this standard operating procedure.   
 

Attendance: Program attendance is the responsibility of the participant.  Failure to attend does not entitle a participant to a 
transfer or a refund.  Make ups are NOT available for absences.  Fees will not be prorated for absences.  Due to safety factors, 
CHILDREN ARE NOT ALLOWED in classes or supervised studio hours.  Individuals registered in textile classes cannot bring 
children or friends into the studio to observe or allow them to use any of the equipment without registering the individuals into 
the classes.  Students ages 15 -17 years may register for classes with the approval of the Arts School Office and must have a 
parent/guardian sign a waiver release form, which must be on file in the office. 
 

Supplies: Students must provide their own tools.  Basic tools are available in the studio.  Chemicals other than what is provid-
ed are not allowed without prior approval of the Studio Manager and the Arts School Administration.  All requests must be in 
writing and include a copy of the MSDS. 
 

Clean Up: Please be considerate of closing hours and allow time for cleanup.  Clean up work area with damp sponge and tow-
els. Remove dye stains with a household cleaner containing bleach. Do not use bleach to remove dye stains from hands. In-
stead use a specifically designed hand cleaner. While hands are dry, rub a small amount of hand cleaner on hands and work in 
well. Add a small amount of water and work until dye residue is loosened. Wash off thoroughly with soap and water and dry 
hands. Repeat as necessary. EACH STUDENT IS RESPONSIBLE FOR CLEANING HIS/HER AREA.   
 
Personal items: DO NOT bring any valuable items to class.  The Dougherty Arts Center is not responsible for lost or stolen 
property.  Items left two weeks after the end of a session will be removed and/or recycled back into the studio.  The City of Aus-
tin in not responsible for personal property. 
 
NO FOOD OR DRINKS ARE ALLOWED IN THE TEXTILE STUDIO: Students may use picnic tables in the Dawson Street 
courtyard for eating.  Snack and vending machines are available for student use.  No change is available in the Arts School 
Office. 
 

Material Safety Data Sheets (MSDS): A notebook listing all chemicals used in the textile studio is available for student use.  
MSDS contain the makeup chemicals used and safety information. 
 

CONSUMPTION OF ALCOHOL: The studio / classroom environment contains potentially dangerous materials and equip-
ment.  DAC students, staff, instructors and contractors should not consume alcohol before or during class.  Possession or con-
sumption of alcoholic beverages is prohibited in all areas of the Dougherty Arts Center except the Julia C. Butridge Gallery un-
der special circumstances.  Alcohol will only be available in the Gallery if the renter or organization hosting the event provides 
alcohol for consumption to the general public; has provided liability insurance and an alcohol license; and the Parks Depart-
ment Director has given approval.   No alcohol may be taken from the gallery into the studio / classroom or other areas of the 
Dougherty Arts Center.   
 

SAFETY PERSONAL PROTECTION EQUIPMENT: Students should wear comfortable clothing.  Students should provide an 
old shirt or smock to protect clothing. 
 

The products in the studio are relatively non-toxic, but it is best to avoid unnecessary exposure. Keep in mind that they are in-
dustrial chemicals and not intended for inhalation or ingestion. We encourage teachers to advise students about safety precau-
tions and proper use of safety equipment, clean work habits and responsible use of products. All artists should use the follow-
ing common sense safeguards:  

 Work in a well-ventilated area. 

 If you experience an adverse symptom to anything, move away from the area to fresh air. If the symptoms persist, stop 
using the product & consult your physician.  



Cancellation & Refunds 
Program attendance is the responsibility of the participant. Failure to attend a class does not entitle a participant to a transfer, 
make-up, prorate or refund. Registration fees are refundable in full only if the Arts School has cancelled the class. 
Registrations cancelled with at least 7 days advanced notice may be issued a refund; minus a $35 non-refundable deposit. If 
the receipt amount is $35 or less, the refund will be half of the class fee. No refunds are issued for registrations that are 
cancelled without 7 days advanced notice. Refunds are issued to the charging credit card, by check from the City of Austin 
(please allow 4 - 6 weeks for processing) or you may apply the credit to your account; which may be used by any immediate 
family member for any program offered at the Dougherty Arts School for up to one year. Please note that refunds under $10 
will only be made to the charging credit card or to credit your account. We are sorry that we are unable to process refund 
checks under $10 at this time. There is a $25 cash fee on all returned checks. 

TEXTILE STUDIO POLICIES 

http://austintexas.gov/department/parks-and-recreation 

The City of Austin is proud to comply with the Americans with Disabilities Act. 
If you require assistance for participation in our programs or use of our facilities, please call 974-4002 

 Wear a disposable dust/mist respirator if you dye fabric occasionally. If you dye fabric on a regular basis wear a MSHA/
NIOSH approved respirator with cartridges for dusts, mists, and fumes. Disposable dust/mist respirators don't help with 
fumes. 

 Even though dyes are not absorbed by the skin you should wear rubber gloves, old clothes or protective clothing, and even 
old shoes.  Avoid prolonged or repeated contact with the skin.  

 Wear goggles when working with corrosive chemicals. 

 Contact lens wearers should be careful around powders to avoid eye irritation. 

 Cover your work area with dampened newspaper. Weigh and mix dyes and other powders with local exhaust ventilation or 
use a mixing box. 

 Do not mix powders near furnace or air conditioner intake pipes. 

 Use appropriate utensils to stir solutions and dye baths. If you use food utensils as dyeing tools don't reuse them for food 
preparation. 

 Avoid exposure to dye powders, auxiliary chemicals and vapors during pregnancy or lactation. 

 Vacuum/mop floors and surfaces, do not sweep. 

 Keep dye and auxiliary containers closed and in a cool dry place, away from food and out of the reach of children when not 
in use. 

 Wipe up spills immediately. Liquid dye dried to a powder can be accidentally inhaled or ingested. 

 Label dye container with purchase date to insure out of date dye is not used.  

 Clearly label all solutions/containers of powder, dyes and auxiliary chemicals. Do not remove the supplier's name or hazard 
labels.  Keep in safe storage and out of the reach of children.  

 
STUDIO ACCESS 

 The studio/classroom is only open and available when there is a class or open studio in session.  The studio can not be 
used with out supervision when it is closed. 

 If you arrive early and another class (not your class) is in session, please do not enter the studio out of courtesy for 
students that have paid for their time slot.  Questions about class times can be directed to the registration office, program 
specialist or found online. 

http://www.ci.austin.tx.us/parks



